
 

April 13, 2012 

 

Aloha, 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the YMCA. We have some good news for the long-

term success of the Central Y, but that may mean some short-term inconveniences. 

On April 2, 2012, YMCA of Honolulu (Y) signed a purchase and sale agreement with MB 

Property Acquisitions, LLC for our Central YMCA (Central Y) property located on Atkinson 

Drive across from Ala Moana Center.  The agreement includes plans to re-develop the 

property with MB Property Acquisitions, LLC, as well as a partial land sale, providing the Y 

with funds to build a new 30,000-square-foot facility on our remaining land. 

MB Property Acquisitions, LLC will purchase approximately 1.54 of our 1.77 acres, and plans 

to build an approximately 120-unit residential condominium on the mauka (mountain) side 

of our newly constructed Central Y facility. 

Now that an agreement has been signed, MB Property Acquisitions, LLC will begin the 

process of conducting its due diligence and obtaining the necessary permits and approvals, 

a process that is expected to take approximately 20 months to complete.  Once we break 

ground, it should take another approximately 18 months to construct the facility, equaling a 

3 to 4 year process, from start to finish.  Until construction begins in late 2013/early 2014, 

your membership at Central Y will not be affected. 

However, when we start construction, you will no longer be able to access the Central Y 

until the new facility is built, which may take approximately 18 months.  With your island-

wide membership, you will be able to utilize any of our seven other branches located 

throughout Oahu including our Atherton, Kaimuki-Waialae, Kalihi, Leeward, Mililani, Nuuanu 

and Windward YMCAs. 

As we have mentioned in the past, the decision to sell this property was based on our 

inability to continue to support the high costs associated with the day-to-day operations and 

maintenance, and much needed renovations of our current Central Y building.   At the same 

time, we wanted to remain in Honolulu’s urban core, where the need is great.  A portion of 

the proceeds from the sale will be used to construct a new three-story facility at the same 

location. 

   



Once completed, our new Central Y will be much more family oriented, meeting the needs of 

the surrounding community.  New amenities never offered before at this location will include 

family locker rooms and a youth center, where children will have access to our youth and 

teen programs, all designed to build character, self esteem, social responsibility and 

influence healthier life styles.   The new Central Y will also have a contemporary health and 

fitness center and swimming pool.   

As with virtually all new YMCAs across the United States built within the last 25 years, the 

Central Y will no longer offer residential units.  Our priorities have evolved to a greater focus 

on building healthier families and communities.  As of today, current occupants staying in 

our Central Y units should have approximately, 18 months to relocate, possibly longer, 

depending upon the length of time it takes for MB Property Acquisitions, LLC to complete its 

due diligence and obtain the necessary permits and approvals before we break ground.  

Once a ground-breaking date has been set, occupants will receive a written notice giving 

them at least 120 days prior to date of the ground breaking to move.  We will do our best to 

assist those occupants who need help.  This may include relocating occupants to our 

Nuuanu facility, based on space availability. 

We are extremely grateful for your continued membership and support, and appreciate all of 

the positive feedback many have shared with us on the Central Y’s impact on the 

community.  We know the temporary closing will cause an inconvenience, but we look 

forward to operating a facility that will serve Hawaii’s families, youth and residents of all 

ages in this district.   We will keep you updated on our progress as more information 

becomes available.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me at 

mdoss@ymcahonolulu.org or 541-5496 if you have questions. 

Mahalo for your continued support, 

Michael Doss 

 

Chief Operating Officer 

YMCA of Honolulu 
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