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NEW CENTRAL YMCA 

Fact Sheet 

 
Year Central YMCA Built: 1951 

 

Why the Central YMCA is Being Re-Developed:  

 

 At more than 60 years old, the condition and age of the building has resulted in 

unsustainable maintenance costs.  Renovating the Central Y is also economically 

impractical.  If kept in status quo, the Central Y would be forced to close indefinitely.  

 

 In July 2011, members of the YMCA of Honolulu Metropolitan Board of Directors and 

management met with potential partners to review plans for the redevelopment of 

the Central YMCA property.   

 

 After much deliberation, the YMCA of Honolulu Metropolitan Board of Directors 

selected MB Property Acquisitions, LLC. as the developer because their plan best 

aligned with the vision for a new YMCA on Atkinson Drive.  A redevelopment and 

partial land sale agreement with MB Property Acquisitions, LLC was signed by the 

YMCA of Honolulu on April 2, 2012, allowing the developer, now known as Aloha Kai 

Development, to build a residential condominium and a separate, brand new Central 

Y on the site.  The partnership provides an exciting opportunity for the Y to remain in 

the urban core of Honolulu and simultaneously revitalize our Y for our community.   

 

The New Central YMCA: 

 

New fully furnished, three-story, 30,000-square-foot YMCA that includes: 

 A contemporary health and fitness center; 

 Family locker rooms; 

 Youth programs and services; 

 Senior-focused programs and amenities; and 

 A multipurpose aquatic center with a heated pool, therapeutic whirlpool, sauna and 

steam room. 

 Half-Court Size Basketball Court 

 

Development Schedule  

(Current as of April 22, 2015: Projected dates are tentative and subject to further 

change): 

Temporary Closing of existing Central Y 

Health & Fitness Facility                       

February 28, 2015 

  

Permanent Closing of existing Central Y 

Resident Housing                                

July 31, 2015 

 

Completion of redevelopment 

Early 2017 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

Q: What is the background on the Central YMCA property re-development? 

A: The YMCA of Honolulu listed the Central YMCA property for sale in early 2011.  In July 

2011, members of the Y Metropolitan Board of Directors and management met with 

potential partners in the redevelopment of the Central Y property.  Based on those 

meetings, we began serious discussions with one of the developers, MB Property 

Acquisitions, LLC.  Their plan for the property best aligned with our vision for a new Y on 

Atkinson Drive.  

 

The YMCA of Honolulu signed a redevelopment and partial land sale agreement with MB 

Property Acquisitions, LLC on April 2, 2012.  The plan is to have a three-story, 30,000-

square-foot YMCA on the Makai (ocean) side of the current Atkinson Drive property.  MB 

Property Acquisitions, LLC, now known as Aloha Kai Development, plans to build a 128-

unit residential condominium with 266 parking stalls next to the YMCA on the Mauka 

(mountain) side. 

 

Q:  Why did the YMCA sell the Central YMCA property? 

A:  Our current facility was built in 1951.  The condition and age of the building made 

renovating it economically impractical.  If kept in status quo, we would be forced to 

close it indefinitely. 

 

The needs of the surrounding community have also changed over the years.  When 

completed, the new Central Y facility will have a contemporary health and fitness center, 

family locker rooms, youth center, and a multipurpose aquatic center with a heated 

pool, therapeutic whirlpool, sauna and steam room making our new facility much more 

youth, family and senior orientated.  In order to build a new facility to better serve our 

members, we needed to sell a portion of our property. At the same time, we wanted to 

remain in Honolulu’s urban core, where the need is great.   

 

Q:  During the transition, will members be able to use the other Y facilities?  

A:  Yes, members can use any branch they choose due to our standard Island-wide 

membership.  

 

Q:  Why is the Y doing away with the Central Y’s residential units? 

A:  As with virtually all new YMCAs across the United States built within the last 25 years, 

the YMCA of Honolulu has decided not to rebuild our residential units, based on the 

current needs of our surrounding community. Today, there is a greater need to take 

care of our local families by providing a safe place where they can exercise, participate 

in health and fitness programs, have access to year round child care, and enroll their 

children in youth and teen programs to build character, social responsibility, self-esteem 

and influence healthier lifestyles. 

 

Q:  What will happen to the occupants when the facility is demolished? 

A: Once a demolition date has been set, our residential occupants will receive a written 

notice giving them at least 90 days prior to date of the ground breaking to re-locate.  

We will do our best to assist those occupants who need help.  This may include 

relocating occupants to our Nu’uanu facility, based on space availability. 

 

Q:  Where can I go for more information? 

A:  Our website (www.ymcahonolulu.org) will be periodically updated as more information 

becomes available.  You may also contact Mike Doss, YMCA senior vice president at 

mdoss@ymcahonolulu.org or 541-5496.  

http://www.ymcahonolulu.org/
mailto:mdoss@ymcahonolulu.org

