
“When I grew up I just knew that I wanted to help people but I 
didn’t know how . The YMCA gave me the tools to do that .” 

      — Mary, Y College Camp Mentor

When Mary was a sophomore in high school, she remembers reading the program 
bulletin advertising the YMCA’s College Camp. The chance to tour colleges and 
learn about financial aid offered an opportunity she hadn’t even considered. 

Says Mary, “I’ve never really thought about pursuing college because coming 
from my family and from Kalihi, we have a big stigma where all we do is go 
straight to the workforce and don’t pursue higher education.” 

When Mary attended College Camp at the Atherton Y, she not only had a 
chance to learn about different colleges and universities, she also found new 
confidence in herself. Through teambuilding exercises at the Y’s Camp Erdman, 

she discovered she was capable of more than she imagined. In the process of 
being mentored, she also discovered that she could be a mentor too. 

Mary enrolled at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and returned to College 
Camp to serve as a mentor in the program where she works with students who 

have come from challenging backgrounds just as she did. “These students are 
more than just the stereotypes they have grown up with,” says Mary. Through 

different courses at Camp Erdman and personal statement workshops, the Y helps 
students learn to direct their future. “It’s more than just learning about college and 

financial aid,” says Mary. “It’s learning about who you are and what you want to be.”

Atherton Y Goal
$45,000
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“His Camp Erdman trip was a turning point . It gave him a different 
perspective on life .”

   —Allison Bhattacharyya, Mom of Jamie - Camp Erdman Attendee

2015 was a difficult year. First, Jamie’s mother, Allison, was diagnosed with 
cancer and had to leave her son for six long months to receive treatment on 

the mainland. Then, their family received a second blow, Jamie was 
diagnosed with dyslexia. After hearing Jamie say, “Mummy, I’m stupid,“ 
Allison knew she needed to send him to a new school where he could 
receive specialized learning.

At his new school, Jamie, who was normally cheerful, became 
withdrawn and cried himself to sleep. As time went by, Jamie began to 
adjust, make new friends, and excel in school, but the light in his eyes  

was missing. Then, he attended Camp Erdman.

When Jamie asked his parents if he could attend Camp Erdman, they 
were doubtful. But when Jamie returned home after his first week, Allison 

said, “It was as if a spark had been lighted. My old Jamie was back.” Jamie 
gushed about his camp experience from the counselors to the activities. His 

parents were so thrilled to once again see their happy-go-lucky, excited son that 
they sent him back for a second week. 

Today, Allison said that Jamie is no longer weighed down by dyslexia, nor his 
mother’s sickness. He is happy, hopeful, and resilient. His mother says, “It’s as if the 

Y lit a candle inside him, inspiring his inner strength and courage.”

Camp Erdman Goal
$63,000
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      “ The YMCA provided the most stable foundation I could ever 
hope for .” 

    —  Robert Root, I.H.S. and Central Y Resident

When Robert was released from jail he was a free man—but how can you feel 
free when all you have is the paper jumpsuit on your back, slippers, no money, 
no ID and nowhere to go. His only choice was a homeless “tent city” where 

he could beg and borrow. Without a support system, he languished there 
for six months, unable to secure a job. “The longer you stay in this 
environment, the harder it is to escape,” recalled Robert. 

Just as his old habits were creeping back, a representative from the 
Institute for Human Services offered Robert a place to stay if he made a 
call to the Central Y.  Though it sounded too good to be true, Robert 

made the call anyway.

By 3pm he had keys to a place he could call home. Then the real work 
began to find a job and lift himself up out of homelessness. It was an uphill 

journey, yet through it all, “The Y staff chose to continue working with me if I 
continued to communicate with them. So, I did and it felt uncomfortable and 

embarrassing but proved rewarding in the end,” said Robert.

Guided by Central Y staff, Robert made that final leap to employment. Today, 
he has two jobs, has paid all outstanding debts, has savings to his name and best 

of all, is currently developing a plan to transition into permanent housing.

Central Y Goal
$49,000
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“I was a Y kid . And thanks to you, my sons will be Y kids, too .” 
        — Malia Okumura

Imagine being in kindergarten and watching your classmates happily make 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gifts—and not having a mom or dad to make  

a card for.  When Malia was three-months-old, her parents were unable to 
care for her, so her grandmother raised her. For Malia, it was awkward, 
embarrassing, and especially painful, “But at the Y, it was okay.” Malia 
explains, “No one at the Y cared whether I had a mother or a father— 
it was my safe place.”

Malia even worked as a Y youth leader, where she learned firsthand 
how Annual Campaign funds helped her grow up as a “Y” kid. And it was 
there too, that her beloved mentor and Y Director, Mr. Keola, gave her the 
best advice. “Get your college degree,” he repeated throughout the years.

 When Malia found herself in a challenging financial situation as a mom 
of two children, she turned to the Y. With financial assistance, Malia was able 

to send her son to summer day camp and the Y’s after school program. The 
assistance also allowed Malia to focus full-time on earning her college degree. 

In December 2018, Malia will graduate from the University of Hawaii and 
complete two life goals: 1) send Mr. Keola her college graduation announcement, 

and 2) get a job at the Y so she can “impact a whole lot of kids’ lives” who need a 
safe space, just like she did.

Kaimukı̄-Wai‘alae Y Goal
$85,000
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     “I knew Kyle had potential . I just needed Kyle to believe it too .” 
     — Shaianne De Rego, YMCA Teen Counselor

When Kalihi YMCA counselor Shaianne first met Kyle, he’d already been labeled 
by his 8th grade classmates and teachers as a “bad boy.” To Shaianne, Kyle was 
just a kid who didn’t grow up with much, yet had so much potential. With 

time, Kyle started to trust Shaianne and shared he was getting bullied in his 
neighborhood and struggled with the negative influences around him. 

Over the summer, Kyle attended the Kalihi Y where he participated in 
community service projects, played basketball, and experienced the 
positive side of life he had been missing. He even joined the night 
basketball team and was appointed as Kalihi Y’s representative for the 
Three-Point Shot Contest.

But on the day of the contest, Kyle was missing. Shaianne scoured the 
neighborhood, finally finding him with the very people he had been trying to 

avoid. Kyle told her he was done with basketball—but she refused to accept 
it. Instead, Shaianne reminded him of his commitment to his team. A change 

came over Kyle and he arrived at the gym just in time for his team’s turn on the 
court.

Kyle made 11 three-pointers in 60 seconds, won the contest and a medal, but 
it was the support and new found confidence that he valued most of all. Kyle is 

currently in high school aiming his sights on graduation and a place on the 
Micronesian basketball team.

Kalihi Y Goal
$105,000
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The Y gave Maile a special place to call home . 

Times change and life’s circumstances evolve, but the Leeward Y will always be a 
place to call home—just ask Maile and her parents, Connie and Manuel.

Fourth-grader Maile had happily participated at the Leeward Y for years in 
their afterschool, intersession school break, and summer programs. This year 

was a little different. Upon enrolling Maile in Leeward Y’s summer program, 
and learning that they qualified for financial assistance, Connie burst out in 

tears. Feeling safe and free from judgment, she poured her heart out to 
the Y staff. Connie confided that they had recently become homeless. 

Although they had been accepted into a shelter in Waianae, it was for 
women and children only, so the family would have to live apart—meaning 
Manuel would sleep at the beach. 

For Maile, it also meant an uncertain summer of living on the beach 
with dad during the day until he found a job, then returning with mom to 

the shelter at night. Connie and Manuel knew their daughter needed the 
stability of the Y’s Summer program. They wanted her to be safe and  

happy — just like other kids.

Upon summer program registration, reality hit - even with a partial 
scholarship, they couldn’t afford it. Understanding their situation, the YMCA staff 

offered Maile a full scholarship and anything else she might need for that summer. 
Connie was grateful to Leeward Y for giving their daughter the gift of a fun summer 
of childhood memories—and so much more.

Leeward Y Goal
$61,000
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   “ We were raising money to help others, but we were also raising 
money to help our friend .” 
      — Chloe Kelly, Y Teen Volunteer

Over the last few years, a core of nine Mililani Y teen leaders have participated 
in the Y’s Annual Campaign call nights and fundraising events. With each year, 

they’ve gained experience, and now help with the Parent’s Night Out fundraiser.

This year, the event took on a deeper meaning when their friend and 
fellow Y teen member, Mason, whose mom single-handedly provides for 
their family of four, shared his story.

Mason’s family had survived many emotional hardships, but through it 
all, were resilient and determined to continue to thrive as a family. While 
financial assistance for Mason and his sister to participate in Y youth 
programs was much appreciated, Mason’s mom, Cheryl, found that the 

positive adult mentorship and genuine interest in her childrens’ well-being 
and development were priceless.

 “Mason has matured immensely and has come to understand the impact 
that Annual Campaign donations make towards not only himself and his sister, 

but for all recipients,” said Cheryl.  

Mason’s positive role models at the Y have allowed him to grow into a confident, 
servant leader. Says Chloe, the teen director of Parent’s Night Out, “It hit home for 

us teen Annual Campaigners...It was powerful to know that we, as teens, could have 
such an awesome impact not just for our friend Mason, but for many others.”

 

Mililani Y Goal
$60,000

YMCA OF HONOLULU

MILILANI Y
2018 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

THE POWER OF US .
  To transform lives. Create better futures.  Join us. Donate today.

The Y.  For a better us. ™  

Better Community. 



 “When we come here it feels warm, it is like a second home to us .” 
      — Wanhe Lei

At 3-years old, Herman was a sickly child with a worried mother. Like every 
other mom, Wanhe’s goal for her child was to be strong and healthy. Through 

the Y’s financial aid program, she was able to do just that. Now 10 years old, 
Herman plays basketball and swims so well that he’s part of the Nu‘uanu 

YMCA swim team. His younger brothers Wilfred and Erik have also become 
swimmers. 

Wanhe and her family receive financial aid for their swimming and 
basketball programs. Says Wanhe, “I am so lucky. Being on financial 
assistance has helped us reduce the burden.”

Wanhe and her family have gained a sense of community with the Y’s 
staff, its members, and with the other Chinese-American families at the 

Nu‘uanu YMCA. She is especially thankful for the Y’s help in making the 
holidays brighter for her family. In 2016, Wanhe and her children were 

recipients of the Y’s Christmas Giving Tree program. “Last year my family could 
celebrate Christmas with nice gifts and the kids loved it! We were so happy. The 

boys got a backpack, a bottle and even a keyboard. Thank you for always helping 
my family.”

Looking ahead, she sees her family growing up at the Nu‘uanu Y. Her sons feel 
safe in the Y’s family-oriented atmosphere and she looks forward to the day when 

her boys can use the gym on their own and join other Y programs. 

Nu‘uanu Y Goal
$180,000

YMCA OF HONOLULU

NU‘UANU Y
2018 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

THE POWER OF US .
  To transform lives. Create better futures.  Join us. Donate today.

The Y.  For a better us. ™  

Better Community. 



“The Y is more than my workplace . It’s our second home and family .” 
      — Heidi, Windward Y Employee

The Windward YMCA’s staff are caring, warm, and hardworking in their service 
to others. Yet, just like the rest of us they’re human—and at times, they too, 

need help from the Y. In 2006, Heidi and her family became members of the 
Windward Y with the help of financial assistance. She grew to love the Y and 

applied to be a Y Child Watch Attendant where she could share her 
knowledge and parenting skills with other moms. But although her work 
life was stable, her home life was not. 

Soon, Heidi found herself having to switch jobs and homes to care for 
her elderly in-laws. A year later as a full-time caregiver the challenges 
weighed heavily on the family. Heidi and her husband separated. She 
finally settled in her mother’s home where she and her children shared one 

room. Heidi needed financial help. She also needed mental and emotional 
respite. So, she returned to her “safe place,” the Windward Y. 

At the Y, the family was embraced with open arms and Heidi returned to 
her job as a Child Watch Attendant. The children were enrolled in Day Camp and 

Teen programs with scholarships that also provided Heidi with financial relief. 
Back on track, Heidi and the family are once again happy to be spending quality 

time together at the YMCA, a place where they can all focus on growing their 
relationships, thrive and help others. 

Windward Y Goal
$85,000
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