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WHEN HELP WAS NEEDED,
WE WERE THERE.

From the beginning, the Y's Men's Club helped the YMCA do more.

They raised funds, recruited and trained volunteers, supported youth and families, and took on
practical projects wherever they were needed.
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PATHER AND SON
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NUUANU Y.M.C.A.
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Y's Men sponsored and supported family-building activities at the YMCA. At a 1926 Nu‘uanu Father-and-Son gathering, Y's Men
and other YMCA volunteers served as “foster fathers” for boys whose fathers had died.

Better to Build Boys Than to Mend Men

Y’s Men Club
Plans Drive In
Boys’ Work

“Better to Build Boys Than to
Mend Men,"” is the slogan adopt-
ed by the International Y's Men's
club in Honolulu for j;ts boys’
work project this year, James
Y. T. Leong, club president, said
Thursday.

‘“The need for programs to
keep boys gainfully busy today

is more eminent than ever be-
fore,’”” Mr. Leong said, ‘‘especial-
ly: during the summer months,
Hundreds of boys between 10 and
18 yvears of age seek ways and
means to occupy their time and
many of them need healthy ad:
vice along that line.”
Planning Dance

The Men's club is now making
plans for the second annual In
ternational ball on July 22, ac

By 1929, the YMCA of Honolulu was doing more work with lower-income boys whose parents worked on plantations than any
YMCA on the mainland, with 204 Boys’ Clubs throughout rural O‘ahu. Y’s Men helped recruit and train the volunteer leaders who
carried YMCA programs into communities including Aiea, ‘Ewa, Hau’ula, Kahuku, Kailua, Kane'ohe, La’ie, Nanakuli, Pearl City,
Wahiawa, Waialua, Wai'anae, Waimanalo and Waipahu.

Y’s Men Club Hears
Talk on Delinquency

Juvenile delinguentis aren't made
overnight, nor can they be rehabili-
tated overnight, Norman Smith,
vice principal and boys' adviser of
the Central intermediate school, told
members of the ¥ men club
Tuesday nmght at the Nuuanu
YMCA.

*The four main causes of juve-
nile delinquency are lack of edu-
cation, poor heredity, poverty and
above all. broken homes™ he said.

“According to statistics compiled
by Warden L. F. Luckie of the
Oahu prison, 58 per cent of the in-
mates there are below 25 years of
age. Gambling, drinking and ime-
morality, I believe, are chiefly re-
sponsible for this condition

“More than that about 3,000
yvoung men between the ages of
18 and 25 are out of emplovment
in this city. They are potential
trouble makers if no efforts are
made by the community to solve
existing conditions.”

Toe members of the club espe-
cially he appealed:

“If you can get together as a
service group, you can, individual-
ly. take a problem boy and hel
him to lead a good life. This will
reqguire many months, but you must
realize that any change 18 a slow
process.
thmm; Leong, president, was

“Better to build boys than to mend men” was the Y's Men’s call to action
in 1939 as concern grew about juvenile delinquency. To keep boys
constructively engaged, especially during the summer, the club spent $650

to equip the Nu‘'uanu YMCA basement for free woodworking and model-
airplane classes for boys ages 10-18.
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During World War Il, Hotel Street’s shoeshine
boys became a community concern. After

After the Depression, Y's Men reorganized in Honolulu on November 30, a policeman brought some of the boys

1937. With more automobiles on Hawai'i's roads and pedestrian safety to the YMCA asking for help, a club was
becoming a growing concern around schools, the club made traffic safety organized with Y’s Men’s support to improve
its first project. Members worked with elementary schools to support the their business practices and conduct while
existing Junior Traffic Cop program — later known as JPOs. providing recreation.

Fundraising was part of the movement from the beginning.
At the Nu'uanu Y, Ko Fong Lum organized members of

the YMCA's Boosters’ Club — volunteers who qualified by
selling $100 worth of YMCA memberships — into Hawai'i’s
first Y's Men’s Club. By 1929, the YMCA of Honolulu Y's
Men’s Club at Nu’'uanu had taken full responsibility for

the Y's annual membership effort. That support continued
through the Sustaining Campaign and lives on today
through the YMCA Annual Campaign. Photo: volunteers
gather for a Campaign Report Meeting in 1958.





