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Y Service spread c
Island. This Hor
was photoc

Hilo’s annual Christmas tree sale
began in 1950 and is still going
strong. Run by volunteers, the

sale has helped support YMCA
programs, youth opportunities and
community needs for generations

TODAY

AST KAUA

yrmed in Lihu‘e in January 1939.
d in October 1940.
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25, Y Service on the island continued
aua’i Y's Men’s Club, chartered July 17, 1950.

t’” . &‘ “NATO” MIKASA — 75 YEARS
41* Nato Mikasa was there from the beginning — a charter member of East
¢ %"w Kaua'i on July 17,1950, he remained connected to Y Service for the next 75
years.

WATCH NATO’S INTERVIEW

“We were a very close-knit club and... all the members got along well.”

https://bit.ly/YGoldenMembers

A KAUA'I IDEA THAT LIVES ON

In 2026, seven YMCA branches took part — Hilo, Kaimuki-Waialae, Kalihi, Leeward,
Nu‘uanu, Mililani and Windward — showing how a Kaua'i idea grew into a statewide
YMCA tradition.

MAUI — HISTORIC TODAY

The Maui Y Service Club was chartered August 18, 1954. Maui had plenty of youth sports,
but community leaders saw a gap: there was little organized YMCA-style work for high-
school-age youth. Maui students were already traveling off-island for Hi-Y conferences
and Youth and Government, and a Hi-Y Club was formed at Baldwin High School.

Junso Seno and the Rev. Ted Chinen took up the cause on Maui, with help from Honolulu
YMCA leader Lee Wilson and Kaua'i Y's Men leader Yoshito R. Nakashima. Their efforts
helped lead to the creation of the Maui YMCA, which began operations in 1960.

Y's Men continued to stand behind the new Y — helping improve Camp Ke'anae and
supporting YMCA programs and projects. Maui club members also became known for
helping manage parking at the Maui County Fair — turning a practical need at one of
the island’s largest community events into a long-running service project.

The Maui club is no longer active today, but its decades of service remain part of the
Hawai’i Region story.



https://hawaiiyserviceclub.weebly.com/golden-members.html
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